
 

 

 

 

 

 

PINNACLES   

June 2025 





Rector’s Letter….. 
Dear Friends, 
 

It always seems to happen every time in and around 
the summer exam season.  The sun begins to shine!!! 
 

As a student at University my exam scores were    
always better in the winter than the summer.  It was 
like there was an inverse relationship between better weather and 
lower grades! 
 

For any young people entering June, trying to keep focused and 
with more exams ahead, despite how it feels, you are nearly 
there.  You have just a few weeks to go!  The Flip Chart tells me 
that by 19th June there will be a collective sense of relief and  
freedom for you all.  A time that you and your families have been 
eagerly awaiting is just a few weeks away! 
 

On Sunday 8th June we shall celebrate a moment that the followers 
of Jesus were eagerly awaiting, but perhaps they weren’t entirely 
sure what they were waiting for. In Acts 1v4&5 we read of Jesus 
“On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this 
command: ‘Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptised 
with water, but in a few days you will be baptised with the Holy       
Spirit.’”  As we read Acts 1, it seems that there was a fair    
degree of confusion amongst the followers of Jesus but then in v8 
we read that Jesus told them before his Ascension “… you will   
receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.’” 
 

The events of Pentecost (Acts 2) released Jesus’ words into     
reality.  Suddenly what Jesus had said, made sense.  From       
Jerusalem, under the power of the Holy Spirit the Church spread 
and continued to expand, and even today it is growing still. 
 

Just recently a report entitled ‘The Quiet Revival’ was published 
by the Bible Society.  If you haven’t read it, I would encourage 
you look it up online.  The survey behind this report suggests 
that overall church decline in England and Wales has now reversed 
and that there are over 2 million more people attending church 
than there were six years ago.  The report also suggests that 
there has been a particular growth of young men attending church 
and that that churchgoers are more likely than non-churchgoers to 
report higher life satisfaction. 
 

It feels like we, the Church, have been waiting for a ‘Pentecost 
moment’ for some time.  May the Lord’s Kingdom Come!  May we pray 
that the effects of a ‘Quiet Revival’ will be seen in our locality 
and in our Parish, if not already, soon. 
 

Yours in Christ, Malcolm 
 



FIRST THURSDAY CLUB 
For our meeting on 5th June, we are going to have an informal Lunch in the Venue 
at the Crozier Hall. We would like everyone to be there for 12.30pm in order to be 
served up almost immediately and to mark the end of our current year. Hope      
everyone enjoys their summer break and we will return on Thursday 4th                    
September for the start of our new year.  
Ann 
 
LADIES WALKING GROUP 
We continue to meet each Thursday morning at 10.00am outside of the Crozier 
Hall to undertake local walks around Armagh, finishing with a visit to a local coffee 
shop. Occasionally trips to other locations are organised. Walks are suitable for all 
abilities and new members are very welcome. 
 
 

1ST TUESDAY HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
Our monthly Holy Communion Service will take place on Tuesday 
3rd June at 11.30am in the Church.  Following the service, it is our 
intention to go to the Charlemont Hotel for a light lunch. Everyone is 
welcome to join us. During the summer we shall continue our 
monthly services and lunches will  resume in September.  
 
MIDWEEK SERVICES 
Wednesday evening services take place in St Mark’s at 7.30pm.  This service      
involves a short Bible Study and everyone is invited to join us on any occasion.  
The midweek services shall conclude for this term on Wednesday 11th June. Our 
theme for this term is that of the prophet Elijah. 
 
FOOTBALL 
Our Monday night football sessions continue.  All over 18s are welcome to join our 
WhatsApp group from which members can  receive updates and indicate            
availability to play.  To be added, please contact the Parish Office 
(37523197 / sec.stmarks@gmail.com). 
 
CHI MI/PILATES 
Our Chi Mi & Pilates group continue to meet each Tuesday evening at 7pm in the 
Crozier Hall.  This low impact and low intensity class can help to improve mental 
wellbeing whilst improving strength, flexibility, joints, balance and co-ordination. 
Other potential health benefits may include improved heart function and normalised 
blood pressure. If you are interested and would like to hear more about it, please 
speak to Arnold Courtney or contact the Church Office. 
 
THE WELL 
The Well Café Church shall be meeting on Sunday 8th June at 7pm in The Venue 
(The Crozier Hall). We’ll be gathering together for tea, coffee, treats and a time of 
informal worship along with a short reflection on Pentecost. If you’ve never been 
before why not give it a try!  In the summer months The Well will be taking a short 
break but we shall be back renewed and refreshed for a new term on Sunday 14th 
September.  



 

CO. ARMAGH MEMORIAL WALL : REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
An annual service of remembrance for those named on the Co. Armagh Memorial 
Wall is planned to take place in St Mark’s on Sunday 22nd June (3pm).  This year 
our Preacher will be Canon Andrew Totten OBE.  A very warm invitation is extended 
to anyone who would like to attend this service and refreshments will be offered in 
the Crozier hall afterwards.  On this occasion there will not be a service in St Mark’s 
at 7pm, however Evening Services will resume as normal on 29th June. 
 
DEEP SEA DIVERS HOLIDAY BIBLE CLUB 
We are very much looking forward to this summer’s Deep Sea Divers Holiday Bible 
Club which will take place from August 11th - 15th (10am - 12noon) in the Crozier 
Hall.  Children of Primary School age (September 2025) are invited to join in the 
fun! 
With an ‘under the sea’ theme, we look forward to lots of fun singing songs, hearing 
the Bible Stories, enjoying the dramas, taking part in craft activities, playing games 
and learning together.  
If you happen to have any props which are sea or boat themed and potentially  
useful to us for decorating the Hall, we would be very glad to hear from you!  A date 
for decorating the Hall will be publicised in Pew News.  All help is very much             
welcomed.  Please do save the dates and encourage children along to our Holiday 
Bible Club.  It is always a very special week. 
 
MEN’S GROUP 
At our last meeting, some men from our Men’s Group greatly enjoyed some high 
octane competition at Gosford Karting.  Congratulations to Michael Dickson on 
coming home with the winner’s trophy!  Our next outing on Thursday 19th June will 
be a much more slower paced experience but hopefully involving plenty of laughs 
together as we venture to Annaginny Fishery and Farm Park, near Dungannon.   
Everyone will be very welcome to join us for what will be a very enjoyable              
experience for beginner or experienced fishermen alike!   All equipment and bait 
are provided and we will aim to meet at Annaginny at 7pm.  If anyone would like to         
travel together, we will need to leave The Crozier Hall by 6.30pm.   To book in and 
for further details, please feel free to contact Malcolm (028 37522970). 
 
NEWCASTLE TRIP & SUMMER MADNESS 
Last year, to celebrate the end of school exams and the approaching summer         
holidays, we enjoyed a really enjoyable evening in Newcastle beginning with 
games on Murlough Beach, chips / pizza for tea and then the dodgems!  A return 
trip is planned for Tuesday 24th June (from 4pm) and all young people from our  
Parish, and their friends, are very welcome.  More details will be 
found in Pew News nearer the time. 
  

Summer Madness is happening soon!  This is always a brilliant 
event and will take place from Friday 27th June until Tuesday 
1st July in Portglenone.  All young people from our Parish, as well 
as their friends, who are currently of secondary school age are   
invited to book in.  Further details about Summer Madness are 
available via our Parish Website.   





Curate’s Corner…. 
Dear Friends, 
I‘m sure if you looked in your purse or wallet right now you 
would find at least two forms of identification. Perhaps it’s a   
driving licence, a student card or bus pass. And then in the filing 
cabinet at home or the ‘safe place’ there are probably passports, 
birth certificates and the likes. These documents prove who we 
are and they say something about us; if it’s a birth certificate it 
tells us we are a son/daughter, if it’s a driving licence it tells 
someone that we can drive, the point being they each tell a story of who we are. As 
our life circumstances change so does our identity.   
When Caroline informs me that Pinnacles week is fast approaching, I usually start 
asking God what he wants me to write about and usually he gives me just one 
word, a topic or a theme and this time I feel compelled to write about identity, I’m 
not sure why but I pray that the Holy Spirit uses these words in some way. 
I have recently been wrestling with my identity as a minister and a mum, and how 
they both work alongside each other. I’ve been reading a book by Rev Jules     
Middleton entitled ‘Breaking the Mould: Learning to thrive as a ministry Mum’ to 
help shape my thoughts. In the book she provides the following quote: 
“Authenticity is the daily practise of letting go who we think we’re supposed to be 
and embracing who we are” 

-Brené Brown (2018) 
 

Identity can seem like a buzz word in society at the moment and it is certainly not a 
topic that we have the time to consider in a Curate’s corner. Nonetheless we all 
have an identity and although our earthly identity changes with our life                 
circumstances (such as getting married, having a baby, achieving a new              
qualification and more) our identity in Christ never changes, because he is the 
same yesterday, today and forever. Our identity in Christ isn’t just a concept, it’s a 
reality! It means our purpose in life can be found in Christ Jesus. Our identity is 
rooted in his unchanging love and promises, not in the fleeting opinions of others or 
in worldly achievements. 
Knowing our identity is in Christ is one thing, but understanding how that practically 
changes the way we live is another. Here are a few ways that understanding our 
true identity in Christ can greatly impact the way we live: 
We no longer chase after the desires of our flesh but instead seek to glorify 
God in all areas of life. 
1 John 2:15-17  
If we do not seek to find identity in Jesus alone then we are seeking it elsewhere. 
But when we find our identity is in the eternal things of Christ, we won’t get lost 
seeking the attractive but empty things the world offers because Christ gives us a 
stable and eternal hope in a world of unstable hopelessness. 
 

Continued overleaf ... 



 
 
 
 

We no longer fear the future. 
Romans 8:14-15  
If we have peace with God, then we have nothing to fear on this earth. Our        
eternities are secure as adopted daughters and sons of Christ. So, we don’t need 
to fear financial collapse, losing our job, or being ridiculed for our faith. Of course, 
these things aren’t easy or painless, but we can have confidence that our heavenly 
Father is sovereign over every moment of our lives and will equip us for every    
single thing He ordains. 
 

3.We have no need to judge or compare ourselves to others when we seek to 
please Christ alone. 
Romans 14:5-8  
Judging the decisions that others make can suck the life right out of us and create 
insecurity due to our desire to please people over God. We can ask Christ for    
wisdom in this area, be open to hear and discern other people’s perspectives    
without judgment, and walk in confidence that God is the only one we need to hon-
our and please in these decisions. 
We often also compare ourselves to the gifts and blessings of others. We are all 
created with the purpose of glorifying God in the unique ways He has created us. 
One person is filled with creativity while another glorifies God with a beautiful 
voice.  
We must seek to glorify Christ in our gifts and not get lost in the joy-sucking pursuit 
of trying to be something God never created us to be. Don’t miss out on the            
blessing of serving Christ where you are with what He has chosen for you. 
Understanding our identity Christ will bring us freedom and joy. It will allow us to 
live authentic lives without fear or comparison of others. If you are wrestling with 
questions of identity then turn to the word of od, seek his truth about who you are in 
Christ. Embrace the reality that are chosen, called to glorify God and deeply loved.  

Every Bessing,  Sarah 

Rebecca Scott 
07873153931  

rebeccascoƩ915@icloud.com 

 



Our MARKSMEN group recently enjoyed a lovely 
breakfast at The Primrose Coffee House.  Invited 

along were the Rector, Malcolm and Curate,     
Sarah. An enjoyable morning was enjoyed by all! 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

   Name :  ______________________________________________________ 
 

   Address :  ____________________________________________________ 
 

   Tel Number : __________________________________________________ 
 

   Email Address : ________________________________________________ 
 

Þ I would like to be added to the Parish Membership List: 

Þ I would like to receive a visit from a member of the Parish  
 Clergy /Pastoral Visiting Team :  
 

Þ I would to receive Parish Information via occasional email : 

Þ I would like to receive Parish Giving Envelopes : 

Þ I would like to receive a Gift Aid Declaration Form :  
 

At present we only hold the Names and Addresses of Parishioners.  Consent is required 
for our Parish to store your telephone number and email address. Please complete above 
if you would be willing for us to hold this information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Opportunities in our Parish for faith encouragement and for friendship …. 
 

Worship 
Worshipping and serving God together is the essence of being in 
Church.  Please know a very warm invitation to join us at any time. 
Sunday worship takes place in St Mark’s at 8.30am, 10.30am and 
7pm.  What types of services are happening and when they are available 
can be found on page 16. Weekly midweek services are offered on  
Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm (please see Bible Fellowship below). On 
the second Sunday of each month an informal Cafe Church Service           
entitled ’The Well’ takes place in the Crozier Hall.  We also have a 
monthly Holy Communion Service on the first Tuesday of each month in  
St Mark’s at 11.30am.  This service is followed by a light lunch.        
We would love for you to join us in worship on any occasion!  
 

Creche 
On Sundays when Sunday School meets, during 10.30am Services, 
a Creche facility is offered in the Beresford Room of the 
Crozier Hall. All children of preschool age are invited to 
come along and enjoy the fun! 
 

Sunday School 
During the school term we meet during the 10.30am Services and we have 
lots of fun learning about God and his love for us! Children in School 
Year 1 to 10 are invited to join us at any time.  A programme for when 
Sunday School meets is available from our Website. 

 
GLOW 
Our Parish Youth Club meets fortnightly on Fridays 
(7.30pm) in The  Crozier Hall.  Intended for young         
people of School Year 6 and above, we have a range of 
regular and special activities and trips.  

 

 

YF3 
Youth Fellowship meets on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month from 5pm 
- 6.30pm.  It is intended for young people of secondary school age and 
as well as learning from the Bible, we enjoy crazy games and some time 
just to chat together.  
 

Home Group 
This is an informal gathering of people who meet in a house every three 
weeks on Thursday evenings (7.30pm) to think about a Biblical passage 
and talk about it together. Sweet treats and a time to chat also    
feature! 
 
Bible Fellowship 
Bible Fellowship will take place in the context of our 
mid week services on Wednesdays at 7.30pm in the Church. 
We have group discussion and everyone is always welcome 
to join us.   
 

Prayer Ministry Partnership 
The Prayer Ministry Partnership is a prayer group within our parish who 
pray for those who would appreciate prayerful support for healing or 
for any need.  A monthly prayer list (Christian names only) is compiled 
and circulated to those who have committed to be involved in this          
ministry of prayer.  If you would like to join this group please feel 
free to get in touch.  If you would like your name added to the prayer 
list, please feel free to contact us, or use the response form on our 
Parish Website (Page entitled Prayer and Worship). 



 

Parish Choir 
Our 10.30am Services, as well as occasional 
evening services, are greatly enriched by the 
contribution of our Parish Choir.  People of 
all ages and who enjoy singing are warmly    
invited to come along and be part of this very 
important ministry of leading the sung worship of Almighty God.  Our 
choir are a very friendly group and will offer much assistance as new 
members get settled in.  Choir practices generally take place in the 
approach to important festivals such as Harvest, Christmas and Easter. 

 

Alive 
Alive is a group for ladies of all ages!  Meeting monthly on Thursday 
evenings (7.30pm). Alive features either a focus on a Biblical person 
or involve an activity.  There is also plenty of time for             
refreshments and a catch up! 
 

Marksmen 
Each Wednesday morning (10.30am) a group of men gather to 
chat about anything and everything!  With tea, coffee and 
scones, this always a very enjoyable time of friendship           
together.  Occasional speakers and trips are organised.  

 

1st Thursday Club 
Meeting on the 1st Thursday each month (2.30pm) this group of ladies 
enjoy topical speakers, activities and occasional trips.  Each meeting 
offers something of great interest and provides an opportunity to catch 
up with friends of old and create friendships that are new. 

 
Ladies Walking Group 
Meeting outside of the Crozier Hall on Thursdays at 10am, a group of 
ladies undertake local walks and conclude with a treat in a local   
coffee shop.  Occasional trips to other locations also feature. 

 

Drive Through Drop Off 
On the 3rd Saturday of each month, the opportunity to drop 
off groceries for our local Food Bank is available from 
the front of the Crozier Hall.  From 10am-12noon please 
feel free to drop off and have a chat! 

 

Please know a very warm invitation to our services and          

activities. To find our more about any of the above, or any 

opportunity within our Parish and beyond, please feel free 

to contact Malcolm (37522970) or Caroline (37523197).   
 

Further information, including weekly Pew News Sheets, is 

available from our Parish Website. (www.stmarksarmagh.org) 



  



 
 





           St Mark’s Armagh 
           ‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 

 

Parish Office :                              Parish Administrator :                               Sexton :   
The Gate Lodge                             Mrs Caroline Nesbitt                     Mr David Mansbridge  
44 Victoria Street                           Tel: 02837 523197                       (Tel : 07873167120) 
Armagh                                 Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 
BT61 9DT                           Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       
                                 Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

   CHURCH RECORDS    
 

Holy Baptism 
 

Charlie Robert Allen (18th May) 

Contact Details 
Rector : Rev’d Canon Malcolm Kingston                      
St Mark’s Rectory, 14 Portadown Road                                 
Tel : 02837 522970 
Curate : Rev’d Sarah Parkinson    
6 Ashley Avenue, Armagh 
Tel : 07974252013 
Hon. Senior Associate Priest :    
Very Revd Robert Townley 
Parish Nurse : Dr Bob Brown   07514129195 
Parish Visitor : Mrs Maureen Watt 
Rector's Churchwarden :  Mrs Valerie Hamilton 
People’s Churchwarden :  Mr Jonny Howe 

 

Church Office  
Opening  Hours  

 

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday  9-1pm 

Outside of these times, a 
 message can be left on the      
 answerphone (37 523197) or  

alternatively an email may be sent 
to : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

Summer Opportunity? .... 
New Horizon is annual Christian 
teaching week on the North 
Coast. This year New Horizon will 
meet at the University of Ulster,  
Coleraine from 2nd-8th August.  
This is an event that is always well worth a visit, if 
even for just one evening.  For more details of 
what is happening and when, please visit the 
New Horizon Website :- www.newhorizon.org 

REACH MENTORING 
The end of this academic year may be in sight, but we are already looking forward to 
2025/26.  This year, Reach mentors have worked in 46 schools across the ABC Council 
area and into Dungannon, mentoring over 800 young people experiencing difficult life    
circumstances.   
In an exciting move, led by God, we are pleased to share that we will also be launching 
our services in the town of Magherafelt from September 2025.  It is a privilege and    
blessing to be able to speak into young lives, to support them in their time of need and to 
show them God's love through our listening ears and by the message of hope we carry. 
However, without the support of our valued volunteer mentors, the work we do would 
simply not be possible.  Our volunteers are the multiplying factor in the amount of pupils 
we are able to support.  We are currently accepting applications for volunteers for the next 
academic year.  Anyone interested will find an application form on our website 
( www.reachmentoring.co.uk ) or on our social media pages. 

1st & 8th June : Jean Singleton 
15th & 22nd June : Vacant 
29th June & 6th July : Ann Williamson 
 

FONT : Mr Ian McMordie 



 JunŬ ServicŬ RotŚ 
1ST : THE 7TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
  8.30am :  Holy Communion  
10.30am :  Children’s Day Service  
  7.00pm :  Holy BapƟsm 

 
8TH : THE DAY OF PENTECOST 
  8.30am :  Holy Communion  
10.30am :  Morning Prayer 
   Reader :  Jonny Howe 
 7.00pm  :  Evening Prayer 
 7.00pm  :  The Well 

 
15TH : TRINITY SUNDAY 
  8.30am :  Holy Communion  
10.30am :  Family Service 
  7.00pm :  Holy Communion 

 

 

22ND : THE 1ST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.30am :  Holy Communion 2 
10.30am :  Morning Prayer 
   Reader :  Heather Chambers 
        3pm : Co Armagh Memorial Wall Service 
                   No Evening Service 
 

29TH : THE 2ND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY 
  8.30am :  Holy Communion 2 
10.30am :  Morning Prayer 
   Reader :  Maureen WaƩ 
  7.00pm :  Evening Prayer 
 



Gary Dickson FCCA DipPFS 
Financial Adviser 

Pension & ReƟrement Planning, 
 Investments, Tax Planning, Inheritance Tax & 
Trust Planning, Life Cover and CriƟcal Illness,  

Financial & Life Goals.                                                       
Call for an iniƟal free consultaƟon. 

“Making more of your money” 

Call: 07801 731711 / 
gary.dickson@milecrossfs.co.uk 

 

Registered in NI (RegistraƟon Number NI601587).  
Milecross Financial SoluƟons Ltd is an appointed                      

representaƟve of The Openwork Partnership, a trading 
style of Openwork Limited which is authorised and      

regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 

CRECHE 
Creche is available each 
Sunday except for Family 
Services.    

All children of preschool 
age are very welcome! Creche meets 
in the Beresford Room of the Crozier 
Hall from 10.15am. For further details 
about Creche contact Claire
(37522970).  

Pinnacles notes for July/August are 
due in the Church Office no later 

than Monday 23rd June.   
Thank You! 

 



Hockley 

Private Nursing Home 
CommiƩed to providing high 
quality and effecƟve care in a 

ChrisƟan seƫng for those who 
choose to live a life in our   

Private Nursing Home. 

Tel: 028 3887 0365 

www.elimnursinghomes.com 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


