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CHRISTMAS GIFTS & FOOD BANK COLLECTION 
On Sunday, December 4th we shall collect gifts to contribute to Belfast Central          
Mission’s Christmas Toy Appeal.  New toys and gifts are appreciated (no cuddly 
toys please). Vouchers are also welcomed.   
Please see the graphic above for more information and thank you in anticipation! 
 

As the Food Bank have requested food to be available over the Christmas period 
to be delivered to them by Saturday 3rd December, there will be a combined         
collection for the months of November and December on Saturday morning, 3rd 
December (10am-12noon). Thank you always to everyone who supports our Food 
Bank collection. 



Rector’s Letter….. 

Dear Friends, 
 

So after a period of much turbulence, we now 

have another Prime Minister, Mr Rishi Sunak.   

I have to say, I don’t envy Mr Sunak. Such is 

the list of massive problems to address, I 

wouldn’t know where to start.  Regardless of 

our view of Mr Sunak’s political views, he and his government 

certainly need prayerful support.  There is a lot to do and 

may we pray that our government will be mindful of the most 

vulnerable in our society as they seek to develop priorities 

and policies. 
 

A 'niggle' that the Prime Minister will undoubtedly have to 

repeatedly face is that he was not elected to the position of 

Prime Minister as an outcome of a General Election, nor was 

he chosen as an outcome of a contested leadership  

campaign.  The circumstances surrounding his rise to  

Conservative Party Leader and Prime Minister were not of Mr 

Sunak’s making, but the issue of his mandate will almost  

certainly be a matter of confrontation. 
 

As I reflect upon this issue of granted authority, my mind is 

drawn back to a passage which we thought about on Sunday 

night past as part of the ‘Q&A’ sermon series that we are 

currently offering.  In Matthew 21 we read how Jesus was 

challenged by religious leaders "
23 
‘By what authority are you 

doing these things?’ .... ‘And who gave you this                 

authority?’”  In essence, the Lord’s response was that he, 

and John the Baptist, had a heavenly mandate and that those 

who were questioning him were failing to recognise it and 

were even resisting the one of ultimate authority. 
 

In just a few weeks time we shall be entering the season of 

Advent, a time when we will be particularly reminded that as 

we prepare to celebrate Christmas, the arrival of the Saviour 

King, that we are always preparing for his return and the 

fullness of his eternal Kingdom.  His is authority that is 

absolute, so much so, Philippians 2 tells us; "
10 
that at the 

name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth, 
11 
and every tongue acknowledge that          

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”               

As people who trust in Jesus as Lord, we are servants of the 

very King of Kings! 
 

As we approach Advent, may we be mindful of the Lord’s        

authority, the one who shared our humanity and the one who 

will come again in glory.  Amazingly, he is the one who knows 

and loves us personally, yet he is the very King of Kings. 

Yours in Christ,   Malcolm 



THE FIRST THURSDAY CLUB 
For our meeting on 3rd November our speaker will be Roisin Tallon from Action 
Mental Health. AMH deliver workshops designed to help individuals improve their 
mental health and strengthen their resilience to cope with everyday life events.   
Service staff will also provide an overview of AMH services which we hope will be 
of interest to you and give you an insight into the work that this group carries out.   
We meet as usual in the Crozier Hall at 2.30pm and new members are always. 
Ann  
 

BOWLING CLUB 
We were delighted with the response to our recent 
appeal in Pew News for new members.  As a result, 7 
prospective new bowlers have joined in the fun. 
We have decided to refrain from holding                     
matches until the New Year to allow our new  
members to learn the game, gain confidence and    
settle in.  We sincerely hope that with this strategy the Club can make a 
strong comeback to  former numbers. Please note that additional new 
players are most welcome on Wednesday nights at 8.00pm in the      
Crozier Hall to partake in a most enjoyable game. 
 

TUESDAY MORNING HOLY COMMUNION SERVICE 
On Tuesday 1st November, a monthly 1st Tuesday Holy Communion 
Service will take place in St Mark’s at 11.30am. Following the service, 

everyone is  welcome to come to the Crozier Hall for a 
light lunch.  For further details, please feel free to contact 
Malcolm or Sarah.   
If anyone would appreciate transport, please do get in 
touch and we shall assist if we can. 



CAP MONEY COURSE 

The Christians Against Poverty (CAP) Money Course is an excellent   
opportunity to gain some practical insights into budgeting and money 
saving.  In our current context this is perhaps more pertinent than for 
many years.  The course will run over thee weeks, meeting on Monday 
nights from November 7th (7.30pm).   
 

Everyone will be very welcome to attend and to register your intention to 
attend, please go to our Parish Website and click on the link from our 
Home Page to the CAP Website.  If you have any 
queries, please feel free to telephone the Parish 
Office.   
 

Please note that the CAP Money Course is not         
intended for people in current financial                
difficulties.  In situations of debt difficulty, CAP can 
be contacted for locally offered debt support 
(see www.capuk.org). 





 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY 
On Remembrance Sunday (13th November) an Act 
of Remembrance shall take place at the                   
War Memorial on The Mall at 11am.  A parade shall 
then proceed from the War Memorial to 1st Armagh               
Presbyterian Church.  Our Morning Service shall 
take place at approximately 11.40am during which 
there shall be an Act of Remembrance.  Everyone 
will be most welcome to join us on this very important occasion. 
 
 

SERVICE OF LIGHT & REMEMBRANCE 
A special service will take place in St Mark’s on Sunday, November 
20th (7pm) as we pray for those whose loved ones have entered their 
eternal rest, particularly during the past year.  Families who would 
like also to be added to those specifically prayed for are invited to                      
telephone the Rectory where a message may be left if no one is home. 
Everyone will be most welcome to attend this special service as we       
reflect together. 
 

YF3 
Youth Fellowship (for young people of secondary school age) continues 
to meet on the 1st and 3rd Sunday of the month (5pm - 6.30pm).                             
Because of Half Term holidays we shall meet on 30th October instead of 
6th November.  We will meet also on 20th November. New members are 
always welcome!   
 

HOSPICE COLLECTION 
The annual Diocesan Hospice Collection envelopes shall be available 
during services and from the Parish Office from Sunday 30th October to 
Sunday 20th November.  Contributions forwarded from our Parish                   
benefits the Southern Area Hospice in Newry which faithfully offers             
gracious care to people from our area and region.  Thank you to                  
everyone who support this very worthy collection, and indeed all of          
Parish Appeals.  
 

AYAC MINI RESIDENTIAL 
The Armagh Diocesan Youth and Children’s 
Ministry Board are planning a mini residential 
at the Kilbroney Centre, Rostrevor from the   
afternoon of Saturday 21st to Sunday 22nd 
January.   
This event is intended for young people of secondary school age and it is 
hoped that a group from our Parish (and friends), will attend.  More           
details will be available soon, but for now, save the date! 



Curate’s Corner…. 
Dear  Friends, 

Do you have a habit? Maybe it’s something you are aware of, perhaps not. 
Maybe you have a habit of biting your nails, hitting snooze on the alarm or 
never replacing the toilet roll. Whatever your habit is, we all have them and its 
often others that  notice them more than ourselves.  
 

Habits are usually seen as a negative thing but they can also have positive    
effects on our lives as we strive to create healthy habits.  
 

A recent study demonstrated how people can become prisoners of their     
habits. A series of experiments proved that “when people are stressed out and 
tired, they    return to their fundamental routines whether those are good or 
bad.” 
 

The word habit appears only once in the New Testament (ESV), and it speaks              
directly to perseverance: 
 

 Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not              
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one            
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.                          
Hebrews 10:24,25 
 

In negative terms, we’re instructed not to develop the habit of neglecting to 
meet together with fellow lovers of Jesus. The positive implication, then, is 
that we should cultivate the habit of genuine Christian fellowship.  
 

Daniel’s habits of prayer were known by those around him, he practiced his 
rituals of faith openly before his community.  
 

We’re told “ Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving 
thanks to his God, just as he had done before” Daniel 6:10 
 

The Early Church had regular habits also by meeting privately to encourage 
one  another in their faith but also by being present by gathering in public .                
(Acts 2:46-47). 
 

Rituals or habits can get a bad name as empty routines that have no meaning, 
or worse as showy demonstrations of spirituality. But they can also be helpful                     
disciplines, powerful practices to reorient our hearts to God in the midst of 
life’s chaos. Regular habits are helpful for keeping us centered on God.             
Neglecting prayer and the study of God’s Word results in spiritual depletion. 
Rather, we need a break from busyness, and quiet time with God helps us             
reconnect with him as the source of our strength and encouragement. 
 

So what spiritual habits are you engaging in to keep your life focused on God? 
If you don’t know what they are, ask others around you who see you each day. 
May we all be challenged to cultivate new and healthy habits that draw us 
closer to our creator God. 

Every Blessing    Sarah 



Gary Dickson FCCA DipPFS 
Financial Adviser 

 

Pension & Re
rement Planning, 
 Investments, Tax Planning, Inheritance Tax & 
Trust Planning, Life Cover and    Cri
cal Illness, 

Financial & Life Goals. 
Call for an ini
al free consulta
on. 

 

“Making more of your money” 
 

Call: 07801 731711 / 
 

gary.dickson@milecrossfs.co.uk 
 

 
Registered in NI (Registra�on Number NI601587).  
Milecross Financial Solu�ons Ltd is an appointed                      
representa�ve of The Openwork Partnership, a    

trading style of Openwork  Limited which is                       
authorised and regulated by the Financial              

Conduct Authority. 

 
 

LIVESTREAM UPDATE 
Of late we have encountered problems with our broadband during 
livestreams.  Those joining us online will have noticed!  Our Parish 
Broadband is scheduled to be upgraded at the end of October, so               
hopefully this issue shall be resolved for services during November and 
into the future.   
 

Thank you for your patience and to anyone who has responded to our  
little appeal to help upgrade our livestream technology.  We shall be 
seeking quotations for this upgrade soon and hope to proceed in the not 
too distant future.  Contributions to this appeal are still welcomed! 

It would be very much appreciated if  
 

Leprosy Mission  
and  

CMSI Boxes  
 

could be returned to the Church           
Office by 30th November.  

Thanks in advance 



HARVEST WEEKEND 
During the weekend of Friday 14th - Sunday 16th October, we very much  

enjoyed our Harvest Thanksgiving Services in St Mark's, as well as a Ladies 
Breakfast in the Crozier Hall.  Thank you to Sarah who organised the             

breakfast, to those who lead us in sung worship during our services, to our 
decorators of the church and to David for all of his hard work getting the 

church and hall ready for the Harvest Weekend.  



CHRISTMAS MARKET  
The shops are quickly filling up with decorations and 
so are our diaries with lots to do this upcoming season. 
One event for your diary that is not to be missed is 
Thursday 1st December 6-9pm for St Mark’s                  
Christmas Market at The Crozier Hall.  
 

Last year at the market we were slightly restricted with 
Covid guidelines but this year we’re going bigger!!  We hope to have 
around 30 local business stalls on offer both indoors and outdoors. 
There be an opportunity to begin (or if you’re super organised unlike 
me) finish your Christmas shopping.  

 

We’ll have a Christmas cafe also based in the venue with 
some festive drinks and treats. So spread the word we’d 
love to see as many there as possible.  
 

If you’d be free that evening and would like to help with               
stewarding or with the Christmas Cafe please let Sarah 
know.  



Hockley 

Private Nursing Home 

Commi ed to providing high 

quality and effec
ve care in a 

Chris
an se%ng for those who 

choose to live a life in our   

Private Nursing Home. 

Tel: 028 3887 0365 

www.elimnursinghomes.com 



 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 
 

Name :  ___________________________________________ 

 

Address :  __________________________________________ 

         

Telephone Number : __________________________ 

 

Email Address : ______________________________ 
 

 I would like to be added to the Parish membership list :             YES / NO     

 I would like to receive a visit from a member of the Parish        YES / NO      
      Clergy /Pastoral Visiting Team :   
 

 I would to receive Parish Information via occasional email        YES / NO      
      communications : 

 I would like to receive Parish Giving Envelopes :                          YES / NO     

 I would like to receive a Gift Aid Declaration Form :                    YES / NO     

At present we only hold the Names and Addresses of Parishioners.   

Consent is required for our Parish to store your telephone number and email  address. 

If you would be willing for us to hold this information, please complete, where relevant, 

and return via the Church Collection Plate or to the Church Office at your convenience. 

TEA/COFFEE ROTA 

We are very much       
enjoying having a quick 

cuppa and some            
fellowship together in 

the Crozier Hall after our monthly 
family services. However, in order for 
this to continue, we need some more 

volunteers!   

All it takes is 3-4 people each month 
to have the tea/coffee ready for after 

the service.  

Perhaps you and your family or 
some Church friends might like to 
sign up to a month of your choice? 

If so, please sign the rota in the 
Church Porch or contact Caroline at 

 the Church Office (37523197). 

FLOWER ROTAS 

The flower rotas for 2023 are now 
on display in the Church Porch. 

Thank you to all who offer floral   
arrangements in our Church.  If 
you might like to contribute a floral 
arrangement (over 2 weeks), 
please contact sign the rota or 
speak to David who will gladly offer 
any further information 

Thank you to all 
who provide                  
flowers to                
enhance the 
beauty of our 
Church. 



 

                          November 

                   Service Rota… 
 

 

 

6th : The 3rd Sunday before Advent       13th : The 2nd Sunday before Advent    

8.30am   :  Holy Communion 2                   8.30am   :  Holy Communion 2                    
10.30am :  Holy Communion                      11.40am :  Remembrance Sunday 

Reader   :  Tom Galbraith                            Reader  :  Maureen Watt  

7.00pm   :  Evening Prayer                          7.00pm   :  Evening Prayer  

  

20th : The Kingship of Christ                  27th : The 1st Sunday of Advent  

8.30am   :  Holy Communion 1                  8.30am  :  Holy Communion 2 

10.30am :  Family Service                       10.30am  :  Morning Prayer 
 7.00pm  :  Service of Light and                Reader   :  Heather Chambers 

                  Remembrance                        7.00pm   :  Holy Communion 2 

 

Flower Rota for November 
 

6th & 13th November :  Gregory & Denise McCarten 

20th & 27th November : Vacant 
 

FONT : Vacant 

in the Beresford Room 



 
  Safeguarding Trust Panel 

   Mrs Shirley Wells      37 515123 
   Mrs Avril Irwin        07908698761   
Rev’d Malcolm Kingston   37 522970 

We implement good practice for child 
protection in St. Mark’s 



 

 

Church Office  
Opening  

Hours  
 

 

Monday, Tuesday,  
Thursday & Friday  

9-1pm 

Outside of these 
mes, a 

 message can be le3 on the      

 answerphone (37 523197) or             

alterna
vely send an email to : 

sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

St Mark’s Armagh 

‘Serving together for Christ’s Kingdom’ 
 

Parish Office :                              Parish Administrator :                               Sexton :   

The Gate Lodge                             Mrs Caroline Nesbitt                     Mr David Mansbridge  

44 Victoria Street                           Tel: 02837 523197                       (Tel : 07873167120) 

Armagh                                 Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com 

BT61 9DT                           Website:  www.stmarksarmagh.org       

                                 Registered Charity : NIC103959                         

Contact Details 

Rector : Rev’d Canon Malcolm Kingston                      

St Mark’s Rectory, 14 Portadown Road                                 

Tel : 02837 522970  

Curate : Rev’d Sarah Parkinson    

The Curatage, 6 Ashley Avenue                                             

Tel : 07974252013 

Hon. Senior Associate Priest :    

Very Revd Robert Townley 

Parish Nurse : Dr Bob Brown 

Pastoral Assistants  : Mrs Adele Geddis,    

Ms Barbara Wilson, Mr Alex Stinson  

Parish Readers : Mrs Adele Geddis,  

Ms Barbara Wilson  

Rector's Churchwarden :   

Mr Gordon Stewart 

People’s Churchwarden :   

Mr Uel Megarity 

Pinnacles notes for December are 

due in the Church Office no later 

than Monday 21st November.   

                      Thank you.   

CHURCH RECORDS             
  

SERVICE OF THANKSGIVING FOR THE LIFE OF : 

6th October :  William James (Jimmy) Gillespie 

 

21st October :  Martha Elizabeth Lockhart 
 

BURIAL OF ASHES : 
 

10th September : Robert Sturgeon (South Africa) 
Obit:  13th July 2021 

 

‘I am the resurrection and the life,’ says the Lord. ‘Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, yet shall they live, and everyone who lives and believes in me     

 shall never die.’  



 



 

60K CHALLENGE 
Thank you for everyone who sponsored me for the 60K Challenge.  Your 
generosity has been so much appreciated.  £2005 has been raised 
online and with cheque / cash donations.  I am just delighted! 
All proceeds will be divided between Reach Mentoring and our Parish.   
As a Parish we have a number of special projects planned which funds 
raised will contribute towards.   
 

On the day I cycled 25KM on the roads and was accompanied by Mr 
Freddie McCann for the last 5KM on static bikes.  I then rowed 10KM on 
a rowing machine in the Crozier Hall before walking the 20K last leg of 
the challenge around Armagh.  Thank you to Ian, Graham, Timothy, 
Claire and Isaac for their company for part of, or all of the walk.  Next 
time I do this, I hope that I shall be injury free and able to run the 20K!   
Again, thank you one and all for your support!     Malcolm 






