An introduction to

St Mark’s Church, Armagh
Welcome to St Mark’s!
The City of Armagh is steeped with history and
beauty, owing much to its prominence as being the
ecclesiastical capital of Ireland. As members of this
parish, it is our privilege to be part of Armagh’s
continuing story. Since this church’s opening in
1811, much has changed, however as the Scriptures
reminds us; ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and for ever.’ (Heb 13v8)
Honouring our Christian heritage, we seek to serve
the same Lord today, progressing by faith into the
future, as His disciples amidst a changing world.
Please know that a warm welcome awaits you at
any of our services and midweek activities. The
church building is open daily to allow all the
opportunity to spend time in prayer amidst such
peaceful and beautiful surroundings. A visitor’s
book is found in the church porch. Please feel free
to let us know where you have come from!
Yours in Christ,
Malcolm Kingston

Diocese of Armagh
The Church of Ireland consists of 12 Dioceses
which include 450 Parochial Units spread
across the entire island.
We are a Catholic and Reformed church which
is able to trace its roots to the earliest days of
Irish Christianity.
Ours is a representative church, with each
diocese electing those who will represent them
at the General Synod, the ‘Parliament’ of the
church.

Armagh Diocese, of which our Parish is part,
extends from Co. Louth, Co. Armagh, taking in
some of east and south Tyrone and reaching
into south east Co. Londonderry.
The Diocesan Cathedral is found in Armagh (St
Patrick’s) and the Archbishop of Armagh, who is
also the Primate of all Ireland, resides here.
Since the twelfth century, the Diocese of
Armagh has been the Primatial See (or
Diocese) for the whole of Ireland owing to its
long history with Saint Patrick.

St Mark’s Church was built in 1811 as a chapel of ease to St Patrick’s Cathedral (in the background
above), which was the Parish Church for Armagh. Consecrated by Archbishop Stuart in 1814, St
Mark’s owes it origins to a most influential predecessor, Archbishop Robinson, whose desire was
expressed in his will for a church to be built on a site between the Royal School and the military
barracks. Archbishop Stuart supported this aspiration in order to ease the pressure placed upon the
Cathedral, which was at this time in need of repair and whose capacity was potentially insufficient to
accommodate the growing number of Anglicans living in Armagh at that time.
Significant rebuilding and enhancements in 1832 and 1866 have shaped St Mark’s into the building
we worship Almighty God in today. The pulpit, which was installed in 1896, is believed to be the
highest in the Church of Ireland! In 1972, a statute was passed at the Church of Ireland’s General
Synod changing the status of St Mark’s to become the parish church for Armagh.
The present day Crozier Hall which is found at the Mall entrance to the church grounds was
reconstructed to serve as a Parish Hall 1932. Originally it was built as the ‘Church Walk School’ in
1850. A significant extension added to the complex in 2015 helping us to offer a wider range of
weekly activities.

The Church Yard

As you will see the Church Building is
surrounded by an extensive Church Yard which is
most diligently maintained by our Parish Sexton.
Within our Church Yard, you will find
Commonwealth War Graves, those of victims
who died as a consequence of the Armagh
Railway Disaster of 1889 and the grave of the
McCrum family which was recently restored by
FIFA in honour of Mr William McCrum, who
invented the penalty kick.

The Co. Armagh Memorial Wall
Situated near the front door of St Mark’s is a
Memorial Wall bearing the names of those who
were killed as a consequence of their being
members of the Security Forces, whether from Co.
Armagh or in Co. Armagh. The Wall was installed
by the Co. Armagh Phoenix Group and was
unveiled and dedicated in June 2019. A book has
been produced to offer some details about the lives
of those remembered and is available from the
Church Office or from the Phoenix Group.

‘Who do you think you are?’
We would be very happy to search our Baptism,
Marriage and Burial Records on your behalf, but
The traditional Symbol of St Mark is the
Winged Lion, as found in the 9th Century
‘Book of Armagh’.

have to request a small fee to accommodate this
facility. Details for how to make genealogy enquiries
are found on our Parish Website.

SUNDAY SERVICES
Everyone will be most welcome
to join us in worship
8.30am : Holy Communion
10.30am : Morning Worship
1st Sunday of Month - Holy Communion
2nd Sunday of Month - Morning Prayer
3rd Sunday of Month - Family Service
4th Sunday of Month - Morning Prayer
5th Sunday of Month - Morning Prayer
7pm : Evening Worship
1st Sunday of Month - Evening Prayer
2nd Sunday of Month - Evening Prayer
3rd Sunday of Month - Holy Communion
4th Sunday of Month - Evening Prayer
5th Sunday of Month - Healing Service
7.30pm : Wednesday Evenings
Midweek Services (except July & August)
Sermons from 10.30am Services can be
viewed on YouTube (via Parish Website)

ʻ... go into the nations and
and make disciples ...ʼ
As members of the worldwide body of Christ, ours is
the calling to share to the Good News of Jesus, both
locally and abroad.
We greatly value opportunities to serve and worship
alongside Christians of neighbouring churches from
our city and surrounding area.
At a more international level, we very much enjoy
partnering with the Diocese of Shyogwe, Rwanda,
through the Church Mission Society Ireland.

Pinnacles, our monthly Magazine contains all of the
latest news from our Parish. Please feel free to lift a
copy from the Church Porch or order via the Response
Form on the back of this Booklet.

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS & ACTIVITIES
St Mark’s has a range of activities which we hope have appeal to members of all ages!
During Sunday Morning Services (except Family Services) children may attend Sunday School and
Creche. Twice monthly, yF3 (Youth Fellowship) meets during the afternoons.
During the week, we have Wheels & Squeals (Parent & Toddlers), Bible Fellowship, Junior and Senior
Choir Practices, Bowling Club, Retired Peoples’ Groups, Mothers’ Union, and Going Live (Youth Club).
Also featuring during the year special courses take place such as Alpha, Marriage Preparation, CAP
Money Course, Children’s Holiday Bible Club and a Lent Study Course.
Prayer meetings also take place for our Parish and Community, as well as for people who have
specifically requested Prayer for Healing.
For more details concerning our church activities, please refer to Pinnacles, or our Parish Website.

Useful Contacts
Rector :

Rev’d Malcolm Kingston
St Mark’s Rectory, 14 Portadown Road, Armagh. BT61 9EE
Tel : 028 37522970
Email : malcolm.kingston@btinternet.com

Sexton :

Mr David Mansbridge
Tel : 07873167120

Parish Administrator :

Mrs Caroline Nesbitt
St Mark’s Church Oﬃce, 44 Victoria Street, Armagh. BT61 9DT
Tel : 028 37523197
Email : sec.stmarks@gmail.com

The Parish Oﬃce is open from Monday to Friday (excl. Wednesday) from 9am to 1pm.
During July and August, the oﬃce only opens on Wednesdays from 9am to 1pm.

Local Tourism information : www.visitarmagh.com
St Patrick’s Cathedral Armagh : www.stpatricks-cathedral.org
Armagh Diocesan Website : www.armagh.anglican.org
Church of Ireland Website : www.ireland.anglican.org

For up to date news from our Parish, please feel free to visit our Website
and follow us on Social Media :-

www.stmarksarmagh.org

RESPONSE FORM
If you would like to be added to our Parish Membership Register, for a member of the Pastoral Team to
contact you, or to receive CDs or Magazines, please feel free to complete this form and return it to the
Church Office which is found in the Gate Lodge at the Victoria Street entrance.

Name :

___________________________________________________________________

Address :

___________________________________________________________________

Telephone : ___________________________________________________________________
Email :

___________________________________________________________________

Please tick if you would like :
A Pastoral Visit :

Free Will Offering Envelopes :

A Gift Aid Declarations Form :

A Standing Order Form :

Receive Pinnacles by email :

or by Home Delivery :

A CD Recording of Sunday Morning Services (for the Housebound Parishioners) :
To know more about how I can practically help with the ministries of St Mark’s :
Thank you for your response, we shall be in touch as soon as possible!

